Use of a biopolymer polyalkylimide filler for facial lipodystrophy in HIV-positive patients undergoing treatment with antiretroviral drugs.
To evaluate the efficacy, overall esthetic effect, and safety of a new permanent, polyalkylimide dermal filler in HIV-infected patients with severe facial lipodystrophy. Eleven subjects with severe facial lipodystrophy secondary to HIV infection were injected bilaterally with 15 and 30 cm3 of a polyalkylimide gel into the buccal, malar, and temporal areas of the face in an attempt to restore their facial contour. The youngest treated subject was 31 years of age and the oldest 73 years of age. All 11 subjects received an immediately acceptable therapeutic esthetic effect. Injections were generally well tolerated, with only three adverse events (swelling and bruising) recorded. Subjects, assessed at 3 and 18 months after treatment, continued to show improvement. The immediate benefits of a polyalkylimide gel in the correction and restoration of facial contour in subjects having severe HIV-related facial lipodystrophy were demonstrated. This improvement was still noted at 18 months. The efficacy, ease of injection, and safety profile of polyalkylimide gel make this filling material a potentially attractive treatment for lipodystrophy. These data must be tempered with the need for significant further safety studies to determine whether this long-term filler has a safety profile consistent with other currently popular fillers.